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Bhai Shaam Singh ji



Bhai Shaam Singh ji (cont’d)

• A very holy man and a very accomplished musician, born in 1803 to 
parents of humble means, belonging to the Sevapanthi sect and 
inhabitants of Shahpur, in Sargodha district of Pakistan.

• His father died when he was barely five year old. Sant Ram Singh, a 
Sevapanthi preacher took him under his care and he moved to Amritsar 
where he stayed with the Sevapanthis.

• After his preliminary training in scripture reading, Bhai Sahib studied 
Sikh theology and history successively under the guidance of Pandit 
Atma Singh and the Nirmala scholar, Thakur Dayal Singh.

• Having an ear for music and a good singing voice, he learnt Sikh 
devotional music from Baba Naudh Singh and became an eminent 
performer of Kirtan specializing in playing Saranda.

• He would daily sing Asa ki Var in the morning in Harimandar, the 
Golden Temple, and Sodar in the evening at the Akal Takht where he 
attracted large audiences.



Bhai Shaam Singh ji (cont’d)

• Sant Sham Singh led a simple life of meditation, hard work and seva, 
and came to command great esteem and reverence. Bhai Vir Singh 
(1872-1957) and Sardar Sundar Singh Majithia (1872-1941) are said to 
have taken Khande-ki-Pahul at his hands. It was he who inspired Sant 
Gurmukh Singh of Patiala (1849-1947) to take up kar-seva (cleaning, 
construction and reconstruction projects at Sikh shrines with free 
voluntary labor) as his life's mission.

• As Sant Sham Singh grew too old to go to Harimandar, his devotees 
built in 1911 a Gurdwara for him in the Ata Mandi sector of Amritsar. 
They called it Dharamsala Sant Sham Singh, but he changed the name 
to Dharamsala Sri Guru Nanak Devji - Dasan Das Sham Singh (dasan-
das literally meaning slave of slaves).

• He died of pneumonia on 23 April 1926 at the great age of 123.



Gyani Gian Singh ji (Almast)



Bhai Jawala Singh ji



Bhai Jawala Singh ji (cont’d)

• Bhai (Baba) Jawala Singh was born in 1892 in Vill. Saidpur in the 
Kapurthala district.  Bhai Sahib’s father, Deva Singh and grand father 
were great Kirtanias too, and used to play the Saranda.

• Bhai Sahib learnt Santhiya from the local Granthi Sahib at Saidpur, 
Baba Pala Singh.  He learnt Sangeet, at the Nirmala Dera in Sekhwari 
(Firozpur) under Baba Sarda Singh.  After completion of studies under 
Baba Sarda Singh he was sent to Amritsar to learn under Baba Vasava 
Singh.

• Bhai Sahib played the Taoos initially, but in the 1920’s took to the 
Harmonium.  He was known to know so many Puratan Reets that he 
never needed to repeat a tune.

• Bhai Sahib was a member of the Singh Sabha movement and was 
arrested while trying to recover the keys of the Golden Temple from the 
British DC of Amritsar.

• He presided over the first All India Raagis conference in 1942.  Bhai 
Sahib passed away in 1952.



Bhai Chand ji



Bhai Chand ji

• Bhai Ghulam Mohammed Chand Ji's Kirtan, family history, character, 
and spirituality are all unknown to the average Sikh of today. It is safe to 
say that this once Hazoori Raagi is accustomed to being ignored by the 
Sikh Panth for the past 50+ years. But little do we Sikhs know that a 
treasure of Raag Vidiya, Keertan Maryada, and Gian of Gurmat 
Sangeet lies with him. Much is to be said about this Sikh living in 
Pakistan whose ancestors are the Sikh Rababis of the Sikh Panth, 
since Guru Nanak Dev Jee’s time up to 1947 when the Rababi’s were 
banned from doing Keertan any longer in Sachkhand Siri Harimandir 
Sahib and all Sikh Gurdwaras.

• Bhai Ghulam Chand Jee is a descendant of Bhai Mardana Jee 
Rababi, who spent the majority of his life serving Guru Nanak Dev Jee 
and playing the Rabab alongside the Guru.

• Listening to Ghulam Mohammed Chand, it is difficult to disentangle the 
musician from the sage. This approx 80-year-old man has been singing 
the verses of the Guru Granth Sahib ever since he was a boy of eight.



Bhai Samund Singh ji

• Bhai Samund Singh was born in 1900 in

Vill. Mulla Hamza in Montgomery (now Sahiwal)

district of West Punjab.

• By the age of 12, Bhai Sahib had learnt atleast

1000 Shabads from SGGS by heart.

• In the early 1900’s Bhai Sahib used to regularly

perform at Gurdwara Janam Asthaan.

• Bhai Sahib performed Kirtan at AIR Jalandhar –

Amritsar (Punjab’s only radio station in the mid

1900’s, run by S. Jodh Singh) twice a month.

• Soon after Independence, Bhai Samund Singh moved to Amritsar and 
took the position of Hazuri Raagi at Darbar Sahib (for a short period).

• Bhai Sahib passed away in 1972.



Bhai Santa Singh ji



Bhai Santa Singh ji (cont’d)

• Bhai Santa Singh was born in the year 1904 in Amritsar.

• At a very young age, Bhai Sahib enrolled at the Khalsa Yateem Khana 
in Amritsar to learn Gurmat Sangeet from Bhai Sain Ditta, a number of 
whose students were Hazoori Raagis at Harimandir Sahib.

• Other accomplished students of Bhai Sain Ditta were Bhai Tabba, Bhai 
Naseera and his own son, Bhai Desa.  Bhai Darshan Singh Komal was 
also a student of Bhai Sain Ditta, but Bhai Santa Singh was the leading 
student.

• He was highly respected and a welcomed artist at AIR Jalandhar 
(which started in 1936/37), which recorded a number of his Shabads.

• In 1948, he was considered among the senior most Kirtanias at 
Harimandir Sahib.  His jatha included Bhai Surjan Singh, who had a 
very sharp and melodious voice too.  So much so that, early on they 
were not allowed to perform at Harimandir Sahib due to his shrill voice.

• Bhai Sahib had a very unique gift of singing at a much higher pitch 
than the notes he actually used to play.  He passed away in 1966.



Gian Singh ji (Abbotabad)



Gian Singh ji (Abbotabad)

• Gian Singh Ji was born in 1897 in Abbotabad, now in Pakistan, into an 
affluent family. His father, Sardar Bhagwan Singh Ji, was fond of Kirtan 
and started teaching his young son to sing. By the time he was thirteen, 
Gian Singh Ji was quite adept at singing Gurbani Kirtan. He would seek 
out Ragis and Rababis and with their help master the old Gurmat 
Sangeet melodies that their families had preserved over the years. Gian 
Singh Ji was an enthusiastic participant in the Gurdwara Reform 
movement and a member of the early Shiromani Committee.

•After the partition of India in 1947, Gian Singh Ji left Abbotabad and 
came to Delhi, where he quickly re-established himself as a 
businessman. In Delhi he embarked upon the task of documenting the 
seminal melodies that he had learned over his lifetime. While Gian 
Singh Ji had colleted a large repertoire of shabad compositions, he was 
no musicologist. He engaged the services of a Rababi called Bhai Taba 
Ji and a young Dilruba player, who used to accompany Bhai Samund 
Singh Ji and had served at Sri Harmandir Sahib as well.



Gian Singh ji (Abbotabad) (cont’d)

• Bhai Sahib employed the notational system created by Pandit Vishnu 
Narayan Bhatkhande, with the help of Bhai Taba ji and the young 
Dilruba player and musicologist, Gian Singh Ji completed the 
monumental task of documenting 309 Shabads, that embody the 
essence of Gurmat Sangeet.

• In 1961, the Shiromani Gurdwara Prabhandak Committee published 
two volumes titled Gurbani Sangeet by Gian Singh Ji (Abbotabad).



Bhai Avtar Singh ji



Bhai Avtar Singh ji (cont’d)

• Bhai Avtar Singh and his older brother Bhai Gurcharan Singh did 
Kirtan in Puraatan Reets for 60 years.

• Birth and childhood was in the Vill. Thatha Tibba, near Kapurthala in 
1925.

• Represented the 11th generation of Kirtanias starting from Guru Ram 
Das ji’s times.

• They started learning from their father, Bhai Jawala Singh, and 
continued to learn from various teachers.

• Wrote the Gurbani Pracheen Reet Ratnavali (2 vol set) and associated 
recordings.

• Were Hazuri Raagis at Gurdwaras Seesh Ganj and Bangla Sahib in 
Delhi.

• Bhai Swaran Singh, a remarkable Jori player accompanied Bhai Avtar 
Singh for all of the 60 years.  Bhai Sahib passed away in 2006.

• Their legacy continues through their son (Bhai Kultar Singh) and 
grand-nephew (Bhai Baldeep Singh)



Bhai Beant Singh ji (Bijli)



Bhai Beant Singh ji (Bijli) (cont’d)

• Bhai Sahib was born on January 2nd, 1930 in the Jullandhar Dist and 
lived in Philaur town.  He started learning Kirtan at the age of 5 Yrs and 
started achieving recognition right from the age of 12.  At the age of 16 
he won the Basant Raag Sammelan that is held in Patiala.  He learned 
music from various teachers, both professional and amateur.  He cared 
for the art that any teacher had to offer versus the social stature or 
religion of the teacher.

• One of his Vocal teachers were the great Prof. Darshan Singh Komal 
of Hoshiarpur and Gurbaksh Singh from Ludhiana.  He also learnt by 
becoming an apprentice with teachers who were in various professions, 
but musically very talented. 

• Bhai Sahib was the head sevadar of the historic Muktsar Gurdwara for 
many years.  Before the partition of India, Tabla accompaniement to 
Bhai Sahib was give by Iqbal, one of the greatest Tabla players who 
went on to train great masters like, Tariq Khan and others.



Bhai Beant Singh ji (Bijli) (cont’d)

• He was the Hazuri Raagi in the Phillaur's historic Gurdwaras and 
served for about a decade as the head Granthi for many of the 
Gurdwaras in Africa.

• He was one out of the three most accomplished students of Prof. 
(Ustad) Darshan Singh Komal.  Out of them Bhai Dharam Singh Zakhmi 
was very comfortable in lower musical notes, Bhai Beant Singh Bijli was 
more comfortable in higher notes, and Bhai Didar Singh who was so 
versatile, that he moved at ease like a fish between the highest and the 
lowest notes and did full justice to the intricacies of the Raag.

• Bhai Sahib also had his brother who accompanied him on the Dilruba 
and Bhai Sahib himself used to play it before Harmoniums came in 
vogue.

• Then Bhai Sahib moved to Kenya where he was the Head Granthi of 
all the Gurdwaras from 1968 - 1982.  He was awarded a Gold Medal 
and often came on the local TV in Kenya in his years there.



Bhai Dharam Singh (Zakhmi) ji



Bhai Dharam Singh (Zakhmi) ji (cont’d)

• Bhai Dharam Singh Zakhmi was born in the Muslim Rababi tradition 
and became a Sikh in 1947.  He was born in Vill. Manko (near 
Adampur) in Jalandhar district.

• He was read extensively in Urdu and Persian, and in those languages 
read about Sikhism which earned him name as an excellent Kathakaar 
too, and particularly gave extensive parmaans from Dasam Bani.

• After Bhai Samund Singh, Bhai Dharam was a highly respected AIR 
Kirtania.

• Bhai Sahib’s younger brother, Bhai Shamsher Singh also had a very 
mellifluous voice through lots of hard work and huge range of notes he 
could easily modulate between.

• Bhai Sahib’s training was under the blind maestro “Ustad” Prof. 
Darshan Singh Komal.  Bhai Sahib’s other younger brother, Amrik 
Singh, was a trained Dilruba player.

• Bhai Sahib passed away in 1978.  The Jatha was later lead by Bhai 
Shamsher Singh, who himself is quite aged now.



Bibi Jaswant Kaur ji



Bibi Jaswant Kaur ji (cont’d)

• Bibi Jaswant Kaur was the only known surviving student of Bhai Taba 
ji, the legendary Rababi Kirtaniya, who with Bhai Chand, was one of the 
eminent Kirtaniyas at Harmandir Sahib before 1947.

• Bhai Taba will always be remembered for the tremendous service he 
rendered to the Sikh Panth by working with Gyani Gian Singh Ji 
Abbotabad and Gyani Dyal Singh Ji to document numerous ancient 
Gurmat Sangeet compositions.

• As a young woman in Amritsar, Bibi ji studied Gurmat Sangeet with 
Bhai Taba for sixteen years. She represented the Rababi Tradition, 
which has almost completely died after the partition of India and the 
migration of most of the Rababis to Pakistan, where their art has 
withered and died.

• Bibi Jaswant Kaur ji passed away in 2010.



Bhai Balbir Singh ji



Bhai Balbir Singh ji (cont’d)

• Bhai Balbir Singh is a very well know Raagi in Amritsar and perhaps 
the living exponents of Kirtan and various Taranas from the Sarabloh 
Granth and Sangeet Chhands from the Dasam Granth.

• He has a very distinctive voice and extensive knowledge of Raag and 
Taal.

• The ebullient personality of Bhai Balbir Singh is the stuff of legend. 
Now retired, he was one of the greatest of the Hazuri Ragis at the Sri 
Harmandir Sahib.

• Bhai Sahib was extensively recorded by the T Series label, which 
released two sets of kirtan covering all the 31 major Ragas of the Sri 
Guru Granth Sahib.



Gyani Dyal Singh ji



Gyani Dyal Singh ji (cont’d)

• Gyani Dyal Singh is one of the leading figures in the world of Gurmat 
Sangeet today. He has served as the Principal of the Gurmat Vidyalay 
at Rakab Ganj in Delhi since 1967. Gyani Dyal Singh was born in the 
village of Badla Singha in the district of Meerut. In 1946 he came to the 
Rakab Ganj Gurmat Vidyalay to study Kirtan, Tabla, Sarinda and 
Dilruba under the tutelage of Gyani Hardit Singh Ji.

• Gyani Ji spent five years at the Vidyalay as a student. In 1952 he 
joined the jatha of Bhai Samund Singh, one of the most accomplished 
Ragis of the century, as his accompanist on the Dilruba. On the 
recommendation of Bhai Santa Singh Kanwal, he entered the service of 
Bhai Gian Singh Ji, Abbotabad, who was working on his seminal work, 
Gurbani Sangeet. Gyani Dyal Singh Ji was given the task of annotating 
ancient shabad reets (compositions) so that they could be documented 
in Gian Singh Ji's work.

• From 1959 to 1964 he served at Sri Harmandir Sahib, playing the 
Dilruba during Asa Di Var recitals as well as in the Sodar Chauki in the 
evening.



Gyani Dyal Singh ji (cont’d)

• Gyani Dyal Singh, in 1965 worked again with Gian Singh Ji to provide 
additional input on Raga Theory, Alaaps etc. for Gian Singh Ji's work -
Gurbani Sangeet. In 1967, when Gyani Hardit Singh Ji passed away, 
the task of running the Gurmat Vidyalay passed to Gyani Dyal Singh Ji 
with the unanimous support of the leading Ragis and scholars who had 
gathered to bid farewell to Gyani Hardit Singh Ji.

• Gyani Dyal Singh has served the Vidyalay and the Sikh Panth with 
exemplary dedication, often at a great cost to his health and well being. 
The Vidyalay has produced and continues to produce dedicated and 
talented Ragis who have kept the traditions of Gurmat Sangeet alive. 
Prominent among his students are Bhai Surjit Singh (Long Island), Bhai 
Kanwarpal Singh, Bhai Parkash Singh (New Jersey), Bhai Gupal Singh 
(Boston) and several others.

• Gyani Ji has also authored four volumes titled Gurmat Sangeet Sagar, 
which are a veritable treasure trove of compositions in several Ragas. 


